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  Abstract:- 
In his 2023 article titled "'Smash 

His Head with a Rock’: 

Imāmic Excommunications and the 
Production of Deviance in Late Ninth-
Century Imāmī Shīʿism," Edmund Hayes 
examines individuals who faced 
excommunication from Islam by Imam 
al-Hādī and Imam al-Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī. 
Hayes contends that these two Imams 
had financial and political motives for 
these excommunications. The primary 
focus of this critique is on Hayes's 
assertion regarding Imam al-Hādī. The 
individuals under scrutiny include al-
Sharīʿī, al-Ḥasan b. Muḥammad b. Bābā 
al-Qummī, Muḥammad b. al-Ḥaṣīn al-
Fihrī, and Fāris b. Ḥātim al-Qazwīnī. 
This critique presents a fresh examination 
of Imam al-Hādī’s excommunications, 
employing the library method of data 
collection and the descriptive-analytic 
method of data analysis. The article 
drawn the following conclusions:. 

Firstly: it argues that Hayes's study 
lacks a comprehensive exploration of the 
available sources. 

Secondly: it suggests that Hayes 
offers an anachronistic interpretation of 
excommunication. 

Thirdly: it highlights a deficiency in 
Hayes's portrayal of the Imam's standing. 

Fourthly: the critique points out 
instances where Hayes's claims are not 
supported by evidence. 

Key words: Imam Al-Hadi (peace be 
upon him), Edmund Hayes, 
excommunication (takfīr) , al-Sharīʿī, Ibn 
Bābā , al-Fihrī , Fāris b. Ḥātim. 
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