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Abstract:-

Given the pivotal role and prominent position of
performance auditing in ensuring oversight, promoting
transparency, and reinforcing accountability, this study
explores the perspectives of auditors from the Federal
Board of Supreme Audit and a number of academics
in the Republic of Iraq. The aim is to identify their
views and perceptions regarding the most significant
indicators related to the levels of performance auditing
conducted by the Federal Board of Supreme Audit and
the extent to which these indicators contribute to
enhancing oversight, promoting accountability, and
improving administrative performance in public sector
institutions. To achieve this, a structured questionnaire
was developed and administered. The study sample
consisted of 184 individuals divided into two groups:
the first group included 114 employees of the Federal
Board of Supreme Audit, while the second group
comprised 70 academic professionals. Data were
collected using standardized questionnaires and
analyzed through the SPSS statistical software. The
results indicate that both groups supported all of the
study's hypotheses. However, the first hypothesis—
concerning the qualifications of the Board’s
employees to conduct performance audits—and the
second hypothesis—highlighting the importance of
including  supporting  specializations ~ within
performance evaluation teams—received —stronger
endorsement from the Federal Board group compared
to the academics. Conversely, the third hypothesis—
regarding the role of performance auditing in
achieving higher levels of oversight in public sector
entities—the fourth hypothesis—asserting the role of
performance auditing in promoting accountability—
and the fifth hypothesis—suggesting that performance
auditing contributes to improving public sector
management—were more strongly supported by the
academic group than by the Board's auditors. In light
of these findings, the acceptance of these hypotheses
underscores the critical importance of the Federal
Board of Supreme Audit and its central role in
fostering  tangible improvements in  public
administration and enhancing performance in
government  institutions,  ultimately  reflecting
positively on the quality of services delivered to
citizens. Nonetheless, these results simultaneously
highlight the pressing need to strengthen follow-up
and accountability mechanisms to ensure maximum
effectiveness of performance auditing and to bolster
confidence in its capacity to achieve its intended
objectives and outcomes.

Key words:  Performance  audit,  supporting
disciplines, oversight, accountability, management
improvement.
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