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 Abstract:- 
Amid the social and cultural changes 

that characterized the modern era, the role 
of women has become increasingly 
prominent in various fields, particularly in 
medicine. Women, especially female 
doctors, have taken on significant 
responsibilities, including the education and 
training of children, as well as caring for 
the elderly and other family members. 
However, it was not easy for women to find 
sufficient opportunities within the home to 
acquire basic education, such as reading, 
writing, and learning the Quran, in addition 
to gaining fundamental Islamic knowledge, 
vocational skills, household management, 
and adherence to social etiquette and 
behavior. 

Women's access to medical education, 
as in many parts of the world, was a long 
and arduous process, fraught with 
numerous challenges and difficulties. In 
this research, we will focus on the 
contributions of the first Iraqi female 
doctors, including Sanha Zaki, Malak 
Razouq Ghannam, Lamia Al-Badri, Ana 
Setian, Khalida Abdul-Wahhab Al-Qaisi, 
and Salwa Abdullah Muslim. We will also 
examine the first female doctors during the 
Ottoman era who completed their studies 
abroad, such as Zarouhi Siropi Kavaljian, 
Suad Mahmoud, Fatima Saadat, Khadija 
Safia Ali, Badriya Wisi Bora, Fatima 
Rashid Arif, Hawa Khair Al-Nisa Atallah, 
and Semiramis Rafat Akram. Additionally, 
we will highlight the first female doctors 
who graduated from Darülfünun Medical 
School in Istanbul in 1928, including Ifet 
Naim Onur, Mufide Kazim Kule, Hamdiye 
Abdulrahim Maral, Sabiha Suleyman 
Sayin, Suad Rasim Jaz, and Fatnat Celal 
Taygun. 

Key words: Iraq, Medical Education, 
Female Gynecologist, Ottoman Era, 
Turkish Medical History. 
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