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 Abstract:- 
Safavid architecture in Iran is considered 

one of the most prominent architectural periods 
in the history of the Islamic world, 
encompassing massive construction projects that 
significantly impacted various aspects of social, 
economic, and cultural life. The Safavid era 
(1501-1736 CE) witnessed a fundamental 
religious and political transformation, marked by 
the adoption of Twelver Shiism as the state 
religion, which contributed to shaping a distinct 
identity for Iranian cities. This research aims to 
study the impact of urban expansion during the 
Safavid period on the cultural, social, and 
economic identity of Iranian cities, with a focus 
on cities such as Isfahan, Tabriz, and Shiraz, 
using a historical-analytical approach Among 
the key findings of the study is that the religious 
transformation led to the construction of 
essential mosques and religious schools, such as 
the Imam Mosque in Isfahan, which became 
centers for education and worship. Additionally, 
large-scale urban projects stimulated the growth 
of craft industries, such as carpet and pottery 
production, contributing to the strengthening of 
the Iranian economy. Furthermore, the 
development of roads, bridges, and markets 
improved trade and increased commercial 
interaction between Iranian cities and 
neighboring regions On the social front, urban 
planning helped organize social life through the 
allocation of residential areas based on social 
classes, fostering coexistence among diverse 
social groups. Moreover, Safavid architecture 
integrated geometric patterns from various 
Islamic civilizations, enhancing the Iranian 
cultural identity and establishing Safavid cities 
as pioneering models in Islamic urban planning 
This study highlights how political, economic, 
and social factors interacted with urban 
expansion and influenced the architectural 
identity of Iranian cities. It also demonstrates 
that urban expansion during the Safavid era was 
not merely a construction process but part of a 
comprehensive strategy to strengthen 
governmental centralization and showcase the 
power of the Safavid state 
Keywords: Safavid architecture, urban 
expansion, cultural identity, Iranian economy, 
social diversity. 
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