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 Abstract: 
The issue of Imam Mahdi’s (aj) relief 

during the era of the Major Occultation 
presents a philosophical and doctrinal 
challenge. At first glance, his apparent 
absence seems incompatible with the idea of 
his intervention in worldly affairs. On the 
other hand, many members of the ummah 
pass away during this period without the 
opportunity to benefit from the light of his 
guardianship (wilayah). Does this align with 
divine justice, whereby countless individuals 
are deprived of the Imam’s grace? Or is it 
possible to remain connected to his 
emanations even in the age of occultation?  

This study adopts an analytical-
descriptive methodology, drawing on 
classical and contemporary sources in 
Islamic philosophy and theology, to explore 
the possibility of metaphysical sustenance 
(imdād ghaybī) from the perspective of 
Imāmī ontology. It also examines practical 
examples of individual deliverance (farj). 
The findings reveal that the Imam—as the 
final cause (‘illa ghā’iyya) and the mediator 
of divine effusion (al-wāsita al-fayḍiyya) 
within the cosmic order—continues to 
bestow blessings upon the material world 
through channels such as the awliyā’ 
(divine allies), supplication (du‘ā), and 
intercession (tawassul). Furthermore, by 
analyzing narrations (riwāyāt) and 
historical accounts, the research highlights 
tangible manifestations of personal 
deliverance during the occultation . 

The study provides scholarly 
responses to rational objections regarding 
the unobservability of such metaphysical 
aid and delineates the boundary between 
occult relief and superstitious beliefs. The 
conclusion emphasizes that the Imam’s (aj) 
assistance does not contradict the 
occultation but rather affirms the 
cosmological role of the Imamate within 
the universal system . 

Keywords: Imam Mahdi (aj), metaphysical 
sustenance (imdād ghaybī), Major 
Occultation (al-ghayba al-kubrā), ontology 
of Imamate, mystical experiences. 
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