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 Abstract:- 
This paper aims to uncover the 

mechanisms of meaning restriction in Nahj 
al-Balagha, which includes the collection of 
letters, sermons, and sayings of Imam Ali 
(peace be upon him) as compiled and 
classified by Al-Sharif Al-Radi (may Allah 
have mercy on him), with reliance on the 
commentary of Ibn Abi al-Hadid al-
Mu'tazili. The mechanism of "meaning 
restriction" is considered one of the 
significant rhetorical features that 
contribute to defining and clarifying 
meanings, and removing ambiguity or 
confusion that might hinder the recipient 
from reaching the intended meaning. 
Accordingly, the title of the paper is 
"Restricting Meaning in Nahj al-Balagha," 
in an effort to uncover the prominent 
aesthetic aspects involved in shaping the 
intended connotation, based on three 
procedural principles: the lexical or direct 
meaning of the word, the contextual or 
implied meaning, and the surrounding 
structure or the situational context. These 
principles are distributed across three study 
pathways found in the wisdoms, letters, and 
sermons, which are: the linguistic and 
grammatical level, the religious level, and 
the rhetorical level. This study has 
benefited from various methodologies, such 
as the descriptive analytical approach that 
monitors the techniques used to reveal the 
mechanism of meaning restriction, the 
historical approach that considers the texts 
within their historical context, and the 
critical approach that examines the 
similarities and differences between 
selected text samples in "Nahj al-Balagha" 
on one hand, and the relationship of these 
texts to their cultural references in general 
on the other. 
Keywords: meaning restriction, Nahj al-
Balagha, rhetorical style, Imam Ali ibn Abi 
Talib. 
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