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Abstract:-

Time techniques are considered
fundamental to shaping the narrative structure, as
they are interconnected with various other
narrative elements. The focus on time in a novel
encompasses two main dimensions: external
time, which relates to the realistic framework
within which the novel is written or to which it
alludes; and internal time, which is embodied in
the novel's imagination and artistic structure.
This temporal structure manifests itself through
the rhythm of the narrative, the dynamism of
events, and the direction and interplay of
movement. Furthermore, the influence of time is
evident in the characteristics of the characters,
the logic of their relationships, and the values
that govern these relationships. Time also
expresses itself in the linguistic style of the
narrative, culminating in the overall meaning that
arises from the harmony and integration of these
elements into a cohesive whole.

The novel, published in 2025, is set in a
strange world called "Al-Yaqub Oasis," where
the inhabitants are born without eyelids, and
every blink can signify death. The oasis is
governed by strict laws, such as the phenomenon
of "Al-Dawwara," which prevents the inhabitants
from leaving. Amnesiac guests also arrive there,
adding to the mystery.

The novel presents a flexible and complex
timeline, blending the real and the metaphysical.
Its study requires tracing symbolic themes such
as shadows and eyes and connecting them to the
temporal structure. Time appears in the novel as
a fundamental element in shaping its mysterious
and secretive world. Time here does not proceed
linearly, but rather takes on a cyclical and
repetitive character, reflecting the helplessness
and predetermined fate experienced by the
inhabitants of the oasis. We can analyze the
temporal structure of this novel by employing the
structuralist narrative approach, paying particular
attention to the temporal aspect of the text.

The results show that the novel
consciously utilizes time as a structural and
semantic tool. Temporal fragmentation reveals
the fragility of the collective consciousness and
the existential anxiety of the characters. The
tension between different timelines deepens the
mystery and constructs a closed, fantastical
narrative world.

Keywords: Literature, Novel, Time, Yaqoub's
Oasis, Amr Abdel Hamid.
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