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Abstract:-

This study explores the
impact of Orientalist scholarship
on the interpretive methodology
of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd in his
reading of the Qur’anic text. It
aims to analyze the critical tools
he employed—such as
hermeneutics, historicism,
linguistic analysis, and
conceptual deconstruction—
while focusing on his
engagement with key Orientalist
figures like Goldziher, Noldeke,
and Wansbrough. The research
provides applied examples from
Abu Zayd’s interpretations of
contentious Qur’anic themes
such as jihad, gender, i‘jaz
(miraculousness), and
revelation. Ultimately, the study
concludes that Abu Zayd’s
project embodies a controversial
but significant attempt to

reconcile modern critical
methods with Qur’anic
hermeneutics,  navigating a

complex space between renewal
and accusation.

Key words: Nasr Hamid Abu
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