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Abstract:-

Begging in Iraq, particularly in
the holy city of Najaf, is a socio-
economic phenomenon with roots
stretching back decades. It has
emerged alongside the major changes
the country has undergone, reflecting
the deteriorating living conditions
and the psychological and social
pressures suffered by Iraqi citizens as
a result of successive wars, economic
sanctions, and a series of political
and security crises.

Historically, Iraqi cities like Najaf
have been known as destinations for
pilgrims and religious and economic
centers, making them fertile ground for
various forms of begging, especially
during times of crisis. However, with
the surge in internal displacement and
rising unemployment and poverty rates
in recent decades, the phenomenon has
transformed from isolated incidents
into an organized societal problem,
with  children and women now
constituting a significant part of the
scene. In its first section, this study
examined the historical and social
framework of poverty in Iraq, and the
development of the phenomenon of
begging in Najaf in particular. In the
second section, it discussed the
negative  repercussions  of  this
phenomenon on the economic, social
and psychological levels. In the third
section, the study presented sustainable
solutions aimed at reducing the
phenomenon by improving living
conditions and rehabilitating beggars.

Keywords: begging, poverty, Najaf,
unemployment, deviant behavior.
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